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Rib:

ANTIBIOTICS IN THREE DIMENSIONS

March 27, 2012

Thomas Slama, MD, FIDSA

President

Infectious Discases Socicty of America
1300 Wilson Boulcvard, Suitc 300
Arlington, VA 22209

Decar Dr. Slama,

Rib-X Pharmaccuticals is a biotechnology company located in New Haven, CT. We arce
developing broad spectrum antibiotics with superior coverage, safety. and convenicnce (o deliver
new standards of carc for paticnts with serious infections. We are writing this letter in support of
the I.D.S.A. in its cflorts to increase the availability ol antibiotics that arc cifective against multi-
drug resistant microorganisms. The I.D.S.A. almost single handedly has been sounding the
alarm now lor more than 10 ycars over the [rightening incrcase and spread of multi-drug
resistant Gram-positive and Gram-negative organisms. At the same time, the number of large
pharmaccutical companics cngaged i the discovery and development of antibiotics has
plummetcd, and funding for innovative start-ups focusing on this medical necd has been limited.
The origins of this predicament arc multi-factorial, however, there can be no doubt that the
incentives for pharmaccutical companics to cngage in R&D in this arca arc generally perceived
to have substantially declined over the same timie period. While not the total solution to the
problem, we belicve that the Special Population Limited Medical Use (SPLMU) drug approval
pathway for ncw antibiotics is a potentially very uscful mechanism for improving access to life-
saving antibiotics targeting the most difficult to treat organisms. At the samc time, other
approaches, such at the GAIN bill and continuing dialog with FDA, nced to be actively pursucd.
Rib-X Pharmaccuticals was foundcd on the belicl that innovative science can provide answers Lo
these pressing nceds. We applaud the cilorts of 1.D.S.A. to help improve the cnvironment in
which antibiotic R&D is conducted.

Sincerely,

Al Tttt

Mark Lcuchtenberger
President and Chicl Executive Ollicer

cc: S. Hopkins, A.D. Sabatelli



